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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Friends, 
This Newsletter will bring you up-to-date on all that has occurred during the past year.  As ever, it has been a good 
year.  Our finances have remained strong.  We still miss our former Treasurer Jenny and are now more than ever 
aware of just how much we relied on her business acumen and legal knowledge.  Unfortunately our new Treasurer, 
Kay Brown, after energetically working out new ways of dealing with our finances and after making other very 
worthwhile suggestions, has had to withdraw from this responsibility to care for her husband.  Nevertheless, the 
financial records are being well kept, all accounts paid promptly, receipts issued and the Taxation Office and 
Department of Fair Trading kept happy!  
 

You must, of course, be wondering how that Lift Appeal is progressing.  It certainly has been going on for ages, 
hasn't it?  The good news is that the Friends are no longer going it alone.  The Conservatorium of Music, which 
occupies part of the College building, has now joined us in our efforts and has made an application for a grant 
towards the cost of the lift.  The Friends, of course, have put in numerous applications for grants for a lift but without 
success, probably because the University, not the Friends, has overall responsibility for the building and grounds.  
As we have told you in the past, the proposed lift will be built in three stages.  Stage 1 and part of Stage 2 are 
covered by the money we have in hand, thanks to your generous donations over the years and our fundraising 
efforts. 
 

Thank you one and all for the continued support and encouragement we receive from you, our members.  We value 
that immensely and that keeps us on our toes and ever ready to protect the beautiful building which once housed 
that great Teachers’ College, and to enlarge our displays of memorabilia and information on the history of the 
College. 
 

So, read on.  I can assure you that the rest of this Newsletter will make excellent reading.   
 

On behalf of the Committee members I wish each one of you a very happy Christmas and New Year.  Roll on 2015 
Gwenda Shannon, OAM 

MEMBERSHIP 

Another Christmas newsletter already. Hope you've almost finished your gift shopping and card writing. 
If, by chance, you haven't been able to find that classy gift for that really hard to buy for relative or friend, may I 
suggest our recently produced Historic Buildings of Armidale Perpetual Calendar. (It's a fundraiser for the lift.) 
It has a front and back cover, amazingly, six pages, twelve months, numbers listed from 1 to 29, 30 or 31 and held 
together by an elegant 13 cm spiral and hanging loop. 
 

Each month is illustrated with a Dennis Hope masterpiece and comes in black and white or white and black (we're 
all for offering you a choice). It measures 14cm x 30cm and the never to be offered again price is $12.00, the 
envelope is 20 cents and Australia Post will deliver it for $1.40. Is all this good news or is it really good news? 
RSVP any time in the next umpteen years - It's perpetual remember? 
Stay safe and well and enjoy the Festive Season  

        Lorraine McNamara 

P.S. We also have Dennis Hope's excellent book of his art work for sale ($30.00) Proceeds to the Lift Appeal. 
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HISTORY ROOM REPORT 

As a FOTC volunteer, I enjoy greeting visitors to our History Room, particularly former students who still have very 
vivid and enjoyable memories of their teacher training days in Armidale. When on duty recently, a couple who was 
visiting Armidale for their son's graduation from UNE, called in to walk down memory lane. They were ex-students 
who met at ATC and later married. After some discussion, we realised they and myself had been in the 1962-63 
Session. Needless to say, we had displayed no signs of recognition. Understandable, as we've undergone some 
significant physical changes over the ensuing 51 years. Our memories had not dimmed as we recalled our 
wonderful experiences and the people we met all that time ago. Best wishes to Robyn (nee Bobby Cousemacker) 
and Ken Tutt, now back home in the Sydney metropolis.   
 
I am amazed at the recall and enthusiasm of the octogenarians who visit. Two such visitors recently were Gordon 
King who was in the 1950-52 "G" Session and Ian (Taffy) Savins from the 1949-50 Session. These two friends were 
visiting with Probus from Sydney. Gordon had previously contacted us about a tree which he and his session 
friends from College had planted in front of the Principals' home in the College grounds in 1990. He was eager to 
see if and how the sequoia had survived. He was pleasantly surprised at how tall and healthy it had grown. 
Memories came flooding back as they looked at photos and artefacts in the History Room, checked out the view 
from the upstairs balcony, the Auditorium, Ted Dye's Memorial Pool and finally the grounds, especially the sequoia 
tree.  As an aside, Gordon and his friends who helped plant the tree still meet each month for lunch in Sydney. He 
added the number has diminished since their 40th Anniversary. This is indicative of the many deep and long-lasting 
friendships forged while attending Armidale Teachers' College.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are eager to get our "Green Room" up and running in the New Year. While not a physical extension of the 
History Room, it is another display area to house our ever increasing donations of memorabilia. Recently some of 
our Working Committee, viz, Ros, Karen, Bev and Jenny had a working bee to clean and polish display cupboards. 
Carpet and walls still need attention. A member of the local Spinners and Weavers group will be asked to set up the 
large loom which will be on display as a working model.  
 
"Thank you" to our 2014 History Room volunteers who man it on weekdays. We wish you a very Happy Christmas, 
a great holiday season and look forward to your generous contribution in 2015. A special "Thank you" to Judith 
Doyle as we farewell her in her role as a long term History Room volunteer. 

 

MEMORIES OF FORMER ATC STUDENTS DONALD GIBSON AND DOUGLAS GATES  

We are enormously grateful to those who provide us with information and memorabilia which add to the history of 
the College, its students and staff to add to the information in personality files, 
the College History Room and War Memorial Room.  
   
Recently the families of two Armidale Teachers’ College Servicemen have sent 
information and items of memorabilia for the Friends’ archives which now 
complement the displays in the War Memorial Room in the upstairs foyer of the 
College.    
 
 
We have created a new display of donated material to commemorate Sergeant-
Pilot Donald Gibson (1920-1943), a student from Walcha who had attended Yanco Agricultural High School.   



Newsletter – December 2014  Page 3 

He graduated in the1938-39 ATC Session and was teaching at Morpeth Public School when he enlisted in the 
RAAF in 1941 aged twenty-one. Preliminary training in Melbourne was undertaken prior to gaining his wings in 
Ottawa, Canada, where he then completed a Navigation Course before proceeding to England in January 1943.  
First stationed at Inverness, Scotland and then at Long Kesh in Ireland, he was tragically killed in an air crash near 
Castle Dawson, Londonderry in May 1943.  He was buried with full Military Honours at Glenalina Cemetery, Belfast. 
 
Warrant Officer Douglas Joseph Gates attended De la Salle College, Armidale and joined the 1941-42 Session 
at ATC.  He was eighteen when he enlisted in the Army in early 1942 and placed in the 2nd Australian Motor 
Training Regiment, but then transferred to the RAAF at the end of the year.  He then trained as a Navigator at 
Cootamundra and Evans Head before sailing to England for further training in Wales.  At Lossiemouth in Scotland, 
Doug’s bomber crew comprised three Australians and four men from the RAF.  In late 1944 the crew was posted to 
Squadron 466 Bomber Command at Driffield in Yorkshire.  
  
After eleven operations the crew was posted to the No.35 Pathfinder squadron at Gravelly near Cambridge, flying 
Lancaster Bombers. The Pathfinders were employed in night bombing raids and flew ahead of the main bombing 
group to locate and mark targets with flares.  Family members record that Doug was one of the fortunate Bomber 
Command survivors, perhaps because he was younger than so many who were involved for longer periods.  He 
took part in fourteen raids, mainly on German heavy industries and oil refineries.  At the end of hostilities in Europe, 
the crew trained at Gravelly on Lincoln aircraft to join the war in the Pacific, but the Pacific war ended while Doug 
was on embarkation leave.  After cessation of hostilities, the crew dropped food parcels to occupied countries 
including Holland and Belgium and took part in the repatriation of POWs. 
 
Following demobilization in 1946, Doug enrolled at the New England University College and graduated with a 
Science degree in 1950, majoring in geology.  He joined the Bureau of Mineral Resources in Canberra, married 
Faye in 1952 and they had two children, Daryl and Rosemary.   Doug held senior positions in the Department of 
National Development, Northern Development and Trade, served as Trade Commissioner, Minerals and Energy in 
London from 1972 to 1976 and was appointed Senior Trade Commissioner in Wellington NZ, from 1978 to 1981.  
Following retirement in 1984 Doug pursued his interests in lawn bowls, travel, family and friends.  He died on 10 
November 2006 in Canberra where he had spent most of his life.  

Compiled by Judith Grieve, OAM    
          
WEDDINGS AND REUNIONS 
With Armidale experiencing its usual warmer weather at this time of year, three local couples chose the attractive 
grounds of the old Armidale Teachers' College to celebrate their weddings. All couples chose to have nuptials and 
photos at the same venue. The dry weather provided the gardeners with a challenge to have the flower beds up to 
their usual high standard. Thanks to them, they managed to have the grounds picturesque and colourful.  
 
On the 17th October the 1963-64 session celebrated its 50th Anniversary in Armidale. The highlight of the reunion 
was a visit to their Alma Mater which commenced with a generous and delicious morning tea on the portico. Thanks 
to FOTC committee and volunteers for donations of food, preparation and presentation of the refreshments. At 
morning tea, after President Gwenda welcomed the guests, the reunion organizer Noel Edgell presented Gwenda 
with a cheque for $500.00 from the group.  At the following meeting the FOTC committee voted to deposit this 
generous donation into the Lift Fund. Morning tea was followed by tours of the building. Thanks to Judy, Christine 
and Graham for their usual informative presentations. 
 
One of this reunion group was Neil Keast. Neil has very strong ties to this great institution. He is a nephew of ATC's 
wonderful first gardener, Fred Dye. Neil's Mother and Fred were siblings.   
  
Often at this time of the school year, we have requests from Armidale High Schools to use our grounds for school 
formal photos. This year O'Connor Catholic High School took advantage of a lovely Spring evening in Armidale and 
the beautiful setting for their Year 12 Formal photos. 

        Karen Marshall and Sue Melville 
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HOWARD HINTON’S LEGACY 
 

If you were a student or lecturer at the Armidale Teachers’ College you probably have wonderful memories of the 
beautiful paintings by Australian artists that were hanging in most of the corridors and lecture rooms throughout the 
building.  These are now found at NERAM along with a very unique collection of books which Howard Hinton also 
donated to the College library.   
 
Just recently the catalogue for the collection was being up-dated by one of the volunteers, and a rare Margaret 
Preston print named ‘Mosman Bridge’ was found inside one of the books.  
 
Margaret Preston’s prints are unique and only limited runs were printed. It is a wood-cut, A4 size and was made to 
accompany a book Margaret Preston:  Recent Paintings in 1929.  The print could be valued at $15,000. Next year, 
NERAM will be holding an exhibition when the print will be displayed along with some of the books from the Howard 
Hinton collection.   
  
A VERY SPECIAL BIRTHDAY 

Since our last newsletter, the Committee and some friends were very happy to help 
our president, the lovely Gwenda Shannon celebrate a very special birthday, her 80th, 
with lunch at Bistro on Cinders.  Congratulations to Gwenda for reaching this very 
significant milestone and a sincere THANK YOU to her for the mammoth job she 
does, always cheerfully. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOW IT ALL BEGAN! 
 
This is an article which appeared in The Independent 
newspaper on 4 October 1997. 
As a result of this and several other letters to the 
Editor, the Friends of the Old Teachers’ College was 
formed.  Our valued President Gwenda and Secretary 
Judith are still leading us as we keep the memories 
alive.  Our late treasurer Jenny Crew was elected at 
the same time and held that position until her untimely 
death.    


