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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Here is the first Newsletter for 2014 in which you will read the very latest on that long-standing project of ours – to 
provide a lift which will give access to all floors in the College building to one and all.  The Committee of Friends, 
with your continued strong support over the past several years, has raised over $80,000 towards this much-needed 
lift.  This year a concerted effort is being made to get THAT LIFT built, but do read with great interest, and perhaps 
some optimistic excitement, Judith Grieve’s report on this matter. 
 
Our new Treasurer, Kay Brown, has not been able to take up duties until fairly recently, but already she is making 
her presence felt by asking the right questions and making suggestions to streamline and improve various 
procedures, all of which indicate to us that Kay is a worthy successor to Jenny Crew. 
 
I would once again like to thank everyone who entrusts College memorabilia to us.  Whatever we receive is 
recorded, displayed and safeguarded.  Just recently I am happy to report that Ailsa Blewer (1968-1969 Session) 
entrusted to us special material on her uncle, Donald Murray Gibson (1938-1939), whose short life is   recorded in 
the Book of Remembrance.  It is proposed to mount a small display of this material, which includes two letters from 
C.B. Newling, in one of the standing cabinets under the U/V treated windows in the Book of Remembrance War 
Memorial area.  Thank you Ailsa.  We have also received some books relevant to the College and staff which were 
part of a gift from the Estate of the late Warren Newman donated to the Armidale and District Historical Society.   
The Society believed that the College-related publications would be used and appreciated if placed in the College 
History Room collection where they now reside.  
 
Once again I attended the Anzac Day Service held at the memorial in the University of New England grounds and 
laid a wreath of native flowers in memory of all 68 staff, students and ex-students who died in World War II.  This 
year the following names were read out:   

 Leo Stanley Thomas Cleary 

 Kenneth Crittenden 

 William Alexander Cunningham 

 James T. Donohue 

 Kenneth William Lindsay 

 Francis James Egan Maughan 

 James Sinclair McIntyre 

 Lance R. Monagle 

 

Gwenda E. Shannon, OAM, President 
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THE LONG-AWAITED LIFT 

Over the last few years members and friends of FOTC have donated generously to the project of installation of a lift 
in the former Armidale Teachers’ College building.  Meanwhile FOTC has applied to any granting body that 
appeared to be a promising source of funding in order to complement these funds to enable a lift to be installed.  
However, all applications to date have been unsuccessful.  A further boost to the Lift Fund followed the generosity 
of many present at the Ceremony celebrating the life of our late Treasurer, Jenny Crew OAM, when her family 
requested that donations at the Service be made to this Fund.  Jenny worked tirelessly to source funding for the 
project. 
 
With the New England Conservatorium (NECOM) now a major tenant in the building there is even more pressure to 
install a lift, with greater use of the Auditorium and a greater need to transport items, such as heavy musical 
instruments, to the first floor.  The minimum number of stairs to be negotiated for this purpose is twenty-seven – 
discounting the main external stairs to access the building by the front door on the north.  Lack of access for the 
disabled and aged, is also of concern.  
 
Plans and costings (approx $350,000) have been drawn up for an external lift on the south-western corner of the 
building and FOTC, together with NECOM, have made joint approaches to the local Federal and State members 
(Barnaby Joyce and Adam Marshall) requesting assistance in obtaining funds to complement those already 
accumulated.  We wish to assure all who have donated to the Lift Fund that FOTC is following every lead, which 
could provide funding and is determined to achieve the ultimate ’uplifting’ outcome. 

Judith Grieve, OAM             

 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

Are you impressed by our updated membership form? A number of creative minds gathered to design this 
masterpiece so that we may contact you, and you contact us, via that modern thing called an email. These same 
minds have also updated another thing called a website and they tell me that you may access it by doing something 
called ‘logging on’. 
 
So… will this mean the end of your friendly postman/postlady’s visits, his/her redundancy and his/her family 
starving? We hope not! 
 
At the risk of being boring and repetitious, we do want to remind you, in case you’ve forgotten, just how much your 
support means to us – you are our favourite people and we thank you most sincerely. 
 

Lorraine McNamara (Armidale’s No 1 Luddite) 
 

 
HISTORY ROOM REPORT 

We’ve had a good response to our request for volunteers to man the History Room once or twice a month from 2 to 
4, Monday to Friday. To the five new people who have generously volunteered their time to welcome visitors to this 
statuesque building with its interesting history, we say “Thank you”. As we know ‘many hands make light work’, we 
would be very happy if more locals contacted the History Room on 6771 2295 to express their desire to become a 
volunteer. We recently farewelled volunteers Chris and Judith Ross- Smith, who have moved to Queensland. We 
thank them and wish them well in their new home. 
 
Some visitors to the History Room have been informed of its existence by the Armidale Information Centre. Other 
visitors come as they have a connection through their own, a relative’s or friend’s attendance at the College in some 
capacity. A recent such visitor was Goonellabah resident, Elva Dye, the daughter-in-law of the late Frederick (Fred) 
Dye. Fred was appointed the first College Gardener in 1931, establishing the beautiful gardens, which have been 
an Armidale showpiece since his initial planting.  
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Elva spoke fondly of her father-in-law, informing us he migrated from England with his older brother in 1907, and 
had been trained at the renowned Kew Gardens in London. He married Ada Madrick from Hillgrove in 1915 and 
lived in quarters under the College. Elva recalled that Fred was a quiet and dour man, very proud of his work, never 
allowing the grandchildren to play on the lawn when the family visited. Fred, with Ada, retired in 1954 to Hillgrove 
where he died aged 78 in 1968. Elva’s main purpose for visiting the History Room was to view a portrait of Fred 
Dye by Norman Carter, which is listed in the Hinton Deed of Trust and was recently hung in the History Room. 
 
Some committee members have completed cleaning and re-organizing the FOTC storeroom. It is now very 
presentable with the disposal of rubbish and removal of pieces of historical interest to what is known as the  
“Green Room” which is our next project. As the History Room doesn’t fully house the many memorabilia generously 
donated by you, our intention is to display more recently acquired items in the “Green Room,” providing an added 
attraction for you when you next visit. 
 

WEDDINGS 

So far this year, two couples have chosen this beautiful building with its colourful gardens and manicured lawn as a 
wonderful setting for their wedding and photos. Obviously, as the Armidale Winter doesn’t lend itself to outdoor 
weddings, we are looking forward to the spring when more weddings have been booked and the garden has 
returned to its glory. 
 
If you wish to celebrate a wedding or reunion at the College, bookings can be made by phoning the History Room 
on 6771 2295, (preferably between 2pm to 4 pm on a weekday), or leaving a message at other times; or phoning 
the Wedding/Reunion coordinator, Karen Marshall, who can be contacted by phoning 0429 338 780 or 6772 4704 
or by emailing arlice1952@yahoo.com.au 

 Karen Marshall and Sue Melville 
 

 
 

The Wedding of Jocelyn and Mitchell 

mailto:arlice1952@yahoo.com.au
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DR WARREN OSCAR NEWMAN, OAM 
Freeman of the City of Tamworth 

 
 
On 6 December 2013, the Tamworth community lost a truly remarkable 
teacher, lecturer and historian after a two year battle with cancer.  
Warren Newman had formed a strong relationship with Armidale.  Born 
and raised on a dairy farm at Alstonville, he entered Armidale Teachers’ 
College.  After service at St Mary’s Public School and then at Burrapine 
Public School near Taylor’s Arm west of Alstonville, he joined the staff of 
the Armidale Demonstration School.  From there he went overseas to 
complete post-graduate studies in Canada. 
 
In 1971, he became a lecturer in education and history at the Armidale 
Teachers’ College.  Following establishment of the College of Advanced Education, he became head of the 
education department.  After amalgamation with the University of New England, he was appointed associate 
professor and dean of the Faculty of Education, Nursing and Professional Studies. 
 
Warren became Regional Director of Programs and Planning with the Department of Education and moved to 
Tamworth in 1990.  When his position was abolished following a departmental restructure, he chose redundancy 
over employment in Sydney and retired.  From that date, he devoted his life to the development of the Tamworth 
district and region’s history. 
 
As noted in the Tamworth Times, 11 December 2013 his most significant work was the four volume Chronological 
History of Tamworth, co-authored with local historian Lyall Green.  With Mr Green, he produced a Pictorial History 
of Tamworth for the Tamworth City Council.  He also produced a number of articles for the Northern Daily Leader 
entitled Timelines, based on Lyall Green’s earlier historical works. 
 
Warren was popular as a guest speaker for many community groups on varied historical and education topics.  His 
musical talent as a brilliant pianist and organist are remembered in St Peter’s Cathedral in Armidale and St John’s 
Anglican Church in Tamworth.  Many former Teachers’ College students remember him playing the piano at the 
Saturday Night dances and the Easter reunions.  After retirement, he travelled regularly from Tamworth to Armidale 
to meet former college students and play at the re-unions.  
 
In June 2006 Warren Newman was awarded an Order of Australia Medal.  His citation stated, ‘for services to the 
community of Tamworth through research into and documentation of local history and through educational 
organisations’.  Warren was also a past District Governor of Rotary 1987-1988 and was made a Paul Harris Fellow 
in 1989.  Just prior to his death, he became Freeman of the City of Tamworth. 
 
I first met Warren at the Armidale College of Advanced Education in 1980.  Warren was a true friend and colleague 
who helped you in every way possible.  His wonderful sense of humour and dedication to education and history will 
be remembered in the Armidale and Tamworth Communities.  

 
Graham J. Wilson, OAM 

 


